"Extracaval shepherd's crook" sign: a characteristic radiographic sign of central venous catheter placement in the right internal thoracic vein.
Inaccurate positioning is a well-known and documented complication of central venous catheterization. Inadvertent placement of a central venous catheter into the right internal thoracic vein has been reported in the literature; however, the characteristic radiographic appearance for this complication has yet to be described. We report 3 cases that demonstrate central venous catheters improperly terminating in the right internal jugular vein. Characteristic radiographic findings of this altered catheter course are described. Recognition of these characteristic findings should prompt consideration for line repositioning or replacement.